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Proface 


Zo the pupils of my Amcrican history classes, both past, 
prosent, and future, I dedicsto this very incomplote account 
of the carly history of our ovn New Garden Township. 


i have written this account with the hope that is will 
Keep elive in our minds our heritege, and that it will 
stimulate the interest of someone who may correct eny 
inaccuracies found, and who may succced in finding the 
solution to questions left unanswered, 


I wish to especially thank Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Brinkley 
Yor the material on New Liberty; Mr. and Mrs, Virgil Spencer; 
Mr. and Mrs, Russell Connor; Caroline Dunn, librarian of William 
Henry Smith Memorial Library; Rosalee Weller: and members of the 
twelfth grede typing class: Leonard Hunt, June “Eloff, -Nornan 
Brandley, Richard Berry, Miriam Stults, and David Martin. 
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Geography and Geology 
} New Garden Township, onc’ of the six orignal townships of 
Wayne County, 41s bounded on the east by Franklin Township, on 
the north by the 400 latitude line and Randolph County, on the 
feat by Green Township, and on the sovth by Wayne and Webster 
Townships. | 


The township is a part of tho Whitewater River drainage 
erea. Tho Noland's Fork Creek, with its tributary Buck Run, is 
the principal stream through the township. Buck Run empties 
into the Noland's Fork a shoréedistance below the New Garden 
Mecting House; the Noland's Fork in turn is a tributary of 


Whitewater River which flows ‘south and, although it once cmpticd — 


directly into the Ohio River, now joins the Miami River a short 
distance north of its junction with the Ohio. 


For most part the township is feirly level with gently 
rolling land in some sreas. The soil is clay-loam. 


Thousands of years earlier its surface, together with the 
entire surface of the region and with all of the surface of 
Indiana and other middle-westorn states, was a plain of gigantic 
rock covered by a deep salt sea where no fish existed, and 
Great Lakes.t It was dreary and desolate except where the waves 
were driven by the windce 


The first inhabitants wore small organisms and shell fish 
whose remains sank end wore deposited on the bottom of the sea 
and turned into limestone. Numcrous stones showing fossils of 
shell fish are found throughout the arca, 


During the Lower Silurian period a groat upheavel caused 
by subtorrancun force brought above the surface of this desolate 
sea a large island, which ever sinco has beon dry land. Some- 
what later, as a result of another upheavel, moro land was addod 
to this island; and the rocks edded to tho carlicr island formed 
whet is.known as the Nicgara limestone of the Upper Silurain 


Period. 


The surface of Wayne County is a part of the surfaco raiscd 
as a rosult of those two groat upheavols of rock. 


1. W. S. Blatchley in Hoosier Eneyelopodia,.E. E. Moore, comp. 
2000 VD s 2o9uel. Y : 
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Thousands of yoars later great ice sheets, whose southern 
terminus in this region was the course whero tho Ohio River noy 
flows, ¢rept siowly' from tho frozbn north. The earlier of the 
Slaciers, the Illinoieon, swept farther south than the later 
one, the “isconsin Ice Sheet, but both covered Wayne County el 


When the ice sheet crept from ae north, it carried with 
it huge bowlders and meterial crush eeneath its inestimatable 
weight. As the ice melted and isane this material was 
deposited, somctiwes in ridges or moreiues. New Garden Township 
received a share of this crushed material and lics within the 
Tipton Till Plain region.* Low moraines run diagonally through 
the township.5 Near the southern boundary of the township the 
ee Upland region begins and extends south’ to the Chio 
1LVEP. : } / 
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Mound Builders and Indians 


Within the boundaries of New Garden Townshin are con- < 
structions built by the ancient and pre-historic predecessors 
of the Indian. No decision has been reached as to who the 
mound-builders were, whether they were a distinct race, or whether 
they were the ancestors of the Indians living on the contin- 
ent when it was discovered in the fifteenth century. 


Mounds are numerous throughtout the valleys of the Missis-~ 
Sippi and Ohio Rivers. The large mounds represent an immense 
amount of work and show that those who built them must have 
lived within the vicinities of -such mounds for an extended time. 


Mounds have been classified into cultures, the chief of 
which are known as the Adena the Fort Ancient, and the Hopewell 
Cultures. : 


The mounds of the Adena Culture were usually tumuli used for 
burial purposes, and they are often found singly or in groups, 
‘the latter frequently arranged in triangles. They left no earth- 
works or village sites. Burials in these mounds were uncre tected 
and eneloscd in ics cists. Mounds of this culture extend up the 
Whitewater River Valley. 


In many ways less advanced culturally than the peoples of the 
Adena Culture were those of the Fort Ancient Culture. But they 
were a a eee eon and practical people who left behing exten- 
“Sive village sites 


The third culture, the Hopewoll Culture, is«characterized by 
imposing geometric earthworks, some of which were accompanied by 
mounds. The mounds of this culture were built over buildings used 
as temples in which ‘the sacred rites and burial ceremonies were 
celebrated. 


Although the mound-builders lived within the Stone Age, copper 
ornaments and containers made of shell are found among their re-. 
mains» 


In New Garden Township are and were several Indian mounds. 
One is said to have been destroyed when the town of Fountain City 
was laid out.l 


le Annual reports of Geological Survey of EST CEN aS Bache TT -78.6 
(1879). 
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The outline of a largo geometric earthwork is still discernible 
northeast of Fountain City. Of this earthwork, a well-known 
authority says: "A parallelogram eight hundred ten feet ten inches 
Square set at an angle of feurteen degrees east of true north, 
with a gate on the west, is still visible, a mile north of 
Fountain City in the northeastern part of the county. Seven 
circular depressions of considerable size, which were discernible 
within and near the embankment sixty years ago, have dis appeared. 
it seems a coincidence that the sides of the earthwork are ¢ 
exactly parallel to the Indian boundary line agreed upon in 1795.11 


de C. McPherson as quoted in the geological report on Indiana’ 
says in reference to this same oarthwork: 


"One mile best tei ae of Fountain City, on level 
ground, between Noland's Fork and a small tribu- 
tarye-Buck run--is an embankment enclosing eleven 
acres. The figure....is a square with curved core 
ners, The length on the inside of the embank- | 
ment is 760 fect...++eeA gateway is discernible 

..oOn the west side, and hollows are found in the 
builders when collecting material for the embank- 
ment. ! 


The same author states that (in 1879) there was a mound: 
seventy~-ive feet in diametor. (section 19, township 18, range 
15 east. ) | | 


Very possibly thore are or were other mounds in the Limits 
of the township. The mound-builders were an agricultural and 
' trading people. They must have traveled long distances to bring 
back tho pieces of flint even now frequently found on the site 
of the Large earthwork described above. But no one knows surely 
under what circumstances or whon the mound=builders disappeared, 
or whether they they wero the ancestors of the Indians. 
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Because Indian tribes constantly shifted from place to 
place, it is impossible to fix upon any one place where a certain 
tribe lived. However, the Indians of this region belonged to the 
great Algonquin family. In the year 1649, the powerful Iroquois 
invaded the Ohio Valley and drove out or killed the Hurons in the 
territory of the state of Indiana, and for a period this territory 
was almost uninhabited. 


The largest tribe in the Northwest Territory was the Miami 
tribe which extended over all Indiana. Within the vicinity of our 
township lived the Miamis, the Delawares, and the Wyandots. The 
most famous Indians connected with the history of our own area 
were the Miami warrior, Little Turtle, and the brothers, Tecumseh 
and the Prophet, members of the Shawnee tribe. 
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Rlaimants 


hie: Sra. Europes an claimant to the territory of which New. 
Garden Township is a part was Spain. In the year 1493, after 
the return of Christopher Columbus from his first voyage, Pope 
Alexander VI, to prevent conflict between Spain and Porte al, 
Leaued mis famous Demarcation Bull which granted to Spain and 
Portugal agreed that the boundary between their claims should 
be the meridian three hundred and seventy leagues west of the 
Cape Verde Islands. These adjustments resulted in Spain's 
claim to nearly the whole of America. 


| But the Spanish were much more interested in the South and 
the West, Wath vou the weality and the fiction of fabulous 

wealth and mysterious at ancy pays ical rejuvenation in 

@ fancied fountain of youth, and so neglected their opportmity 

for esploration and arte US ala of the northern Mississippi 

River. valley, 


hae orencn, interesved in winning indian proseciytes ta 
Catholism,, end in furs 48 a2 source of wealth, made better 
use of her opportumities in this region, Between 1670 and 
1672 French priests, Claude Allowez and Claude Dablon may have 
visited that part of Indiana which lies north of the Kankakee 
River and tried to establish missions among the Indians there. 


The greatest of the explorers of the seventeenth century 
was the Sieur LaSalle, who came to Canada in 1666, In his 
. attempt to find a route to the South Sea and to open a route to 
India,he, with twenty-four others, paddled up the St. Lawrence, 
into Lake Ontario, Traditions says that he went from Lake Erie 
bore Deane of Tune Ono whieh ne cescended’ in the yoar 1669,. ts 
the Falls at Lousville where’his men deserted him. Having 
found his way back to Canada, in the year 1678 he again set out. 
This .time he sailed through Lake Erie, up the Detroit Hiver, 
into Lake Huron , down Lake Michigan, "From Lake Michigan he 
paddled around to the mouth of St, Joseph River. On December 
3 his party with eight canoes went by way of the Kankakee 
portage,.. They ascended the St. Joseph until they reached the 
place near which South Bend now stands, When they reached the 
Kankakee River, they followed it westward into the Illinois 
River, and on to the Mississippi River. 
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LaSalle's explorations awakened French interest in the 
valley and laid the basis for the French claim to the Ohio and 
the Mississippi valleys. Thus, Louis XIV became the first 
ruler over the areca of which New Garden township is a part. 


During the elghtéenth contury hevan a struggle between the 
French and the English in America, | ‘05 strengthen their pos= 
ition’ in the yallsy, the French plarned a chain of forts 
extending. from Detroit, across northern Indiana, down tho Wabash 
and the apogee Tae hed Sal et this chain of forts, three were 
situated in-Indians, ‘Phe olde Fort Miamis, built NG ar ag 

circa the year’ 1713, wes ee Le where the city of Ft. Wayno 
now stands. A second was Fort Oulatanon, near the ality of 
‘Lafayette; and a third built ciren 1710, was Ft. Vincennes, 


Under the Prench, the ae hee was divided into provineas, 
Canada and Louisisna. ‘+tho dividing line ran north and south 
through the point where the city of Terre Haute stands. Post 
_ Oulatanon belonged to the provinces of Canada and was under the 
military control of Detroit, but Post Vincennes belonged to 
Louisiana whose Poe Was New Orioans < 


In tho yoar 1721 Louisiana was divided into nine districts 
and westorn Indiana (west of the Line ranning through Terre 
(Heute) belonz6g to the district of Illinois with ite capitol 
at Ft, Chartres on the Mississippi end to-.the Province of 
Louisiana, Tho capitol of Candida remained: Detrolt, and the 
French capitol of both Louisiana and Cansd4a was Paris, France. 
Our township was under tho military control of Detroit, and its 
capitol was Paris, 


At, the close of the French ond Indian War, by the Treaty 
cf Paris of 1763, Frence ecded to England: Canada, Nova Scotia, 
and the territory claimed by tne. Frenen lying é6astrof the: 3 
Miss Seetpps, excopt New Orleans, Accordingly the forts Cures 
Oulatunon and Miamis came under British rule, but Vincennos, 
being part, of Louisiana, romained French, So, in 1655 our 
township camo into the possession of the British, 


Various causes, well known to any studont of Amorican 
history, climaxcd the friction between the American colonists 
and Fmgland, In 1775 a new toa act was passed, and whon the tea 
Ships arrived in Boston, radicals disguised as Indians boarded 
the ships and throw the ten into the harbor, In 1774 was passed 
the sot of laws variously known as the Intolerable Acts or the 
Coercive Acts. Two of these acts, tho Boston Fort Bill and: the 
Massachusetts Government Act, wore passed as punishmort for the 
city of Boston» 


=le Ome cloim that tho fort at Vincennes bullt carlicr, and 
‘that thero was probably a trading post bofore it became. a 
fort. It has beon known as Poste Du Aubache, lator a 

Ft, Vineennes. The English calloc it Ft, Sackville, - and 
still later tho Amoricans built Ft. Knox here, 
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Another of the ad'ts ; & conseque neo of the French and Indian 
War rather. than of the Boston fea Party, was passed at the same 
time, and is known as tho Quebuc Act. this act extended the 
boundaries of Quebec to include the Northwest. his act 
disregarded the claims of Virginia, Connecticut and Massachu- 
Setts to parts of the Northwest, and cur township then became a 
part of Quebec, . 


= 
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_ Two years following the passage of the Quebce Act, war 
broke out between Buslund and her Amcrican colonies, Much 
credit should bce given to George “orers Clark for his success 
in winning the Northwest for the new cauntry. Under the charter 
granted inl1606 to the London Company, latcr known as the 
Virginia Company, Virginia claimed most of the present state of 
indiana, including this township. After the Revolutionary 
War, 3ho continued to lay claim to tine pe neuen. Lot Co ty 
the British governmont had repudiated: these claims uy tne 
Québoc Act, In fact, Gcorge Rogors Clark had received his secret 
instructions Sor capturing Ene northwest Crom Patrick Henry, 
governor of Virginia, ‘Bho Virginia legislature passed a law 
organizing all territory north of the Ohio iver into the County 
of Illinois, and “overnor Honry had appointed Colonel John Todd 
as Sounty Licutenant of Illinois. Not until 1781 did Virginia. 
cede her claims to the nation, and she did it then only because 
Maryland, a "landicssa" Statc, “nefuscd to ratify the Articlos of 
Confederation until the states which claimed western lands under 
-thoeir cherter grants, should cede them to the national government 
in order that these cessions would be the common property of ali 
the states. | : 


In conclusinn: The area of the present New Garden Towns 
Ship wes first claimed by Svain, later claimed and explored 
by France, was coded to tho British at. the close of the. Fronch:° 
and Indian Wars, ond aftcr the campnign of Georgo. Rogors Clark, 
io became. the property of the state of Virginia who in inegeg 
gave it to the Unitcd States as common property of all the statese 
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Indian Cessions 


Although under the-Treaty of Paris of 1783, England had ceded 
to: the newly formed country the land of which New Garden Township 
is now a part, the United States found it a tactful policy to 
mako treaties with the Indicns themselves. hs 


Such negotiations were begun in 1784 when the Indians who. 
claimed all the land west of the Alleghanies, the Senecas, Ononda« 
gas, Oneidas, Tusaroras, Cayugas and Mohawks, met Richard Butler, — 
Arthur Lee, and Oliver Wolcott at Fort Stanwix, New York. At this 
time the Ohio River was -acknowledged as the boundary line. 


Again in 1785, 1786-7, councils wore held, but, despite these, 
satisfactory relations were not reached, In Indiana and in Ohio 
the Miami Indian Confedoracy had become increasingly troublesone, 
even to the point that prospective sottlers were too discouraged 
over the situation to migrate into westorn Ohio and eastern Indiana, 
a fact that greatly retarded settlemcnt in this arca. 


Cherokee Indians became cnraged and crossed the Kentucky River 
where they cao, ited several murders. Tho people of Kentucky called 
on the governor of Virginia for protection, and he in turn notified 
Congress. — ! | | : 


Kentucky militia, as suggested by Congross, was called out, 
and under G@cneral George Rogers Clark marched in the sunmmor of 1786 
to Vinconncs, ‘where after tho soldicrs mutinicd, it was disbanded. 
As attompt after attempt to halt Indian dopredations had failed, 
Congress ordered Goncral Harmar to dispose his regiment so as to 
protect the frontier. Following a visit to Illinois posts, Harmar 
returned to Vincennes where ho met in council a fow members of the 
Weas and’Piankcshaws. Aftor giving the Indians gifts, Harmar 
dismissed thom. Harmar then stationed Major Hamtramck at Vincennes 
with ordors: to. build a fort, Fort Knox. Harmar himself returned 
to the Falls and went on. to hoadquartors at ‘Muskingum. 


By this time the now govornor of the Northwest Territory, 
Arthur St. Clair, had arrived in tho Northwest Territory and the 
new government was being organized. In 1789 Governor St. Clair 
left Marictta and wont to Cincinnati whero he stopped long cnough 
to lay off Hamilton County; he then procecded to Kaskaskia. While 
thero he receivod a letter from Major Hamtramck, who sont word that 
the Wabash Indians wero in arms, Woe, 

The letter sent by St. Clair in reply was carried by Antoine 
Gamelin to various tribes. Gamelin visited the Kickapoo village 
of Crooked Legs; he met with the Weas, errived at LiAnguille on 
Eel River, procdeded to Mianitown, and later returned to Vineennes 
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from which place he sent a report of the threatening conditions to 
Governor St. Clair then at Kaskaskia. 


Governor St. Clair, after hearing of Shawnee depredations 
along the Ohio, returned to Cincinnati to hold a conference with 
General Harmar, as a result of this conference General Harmar on 
September 30, 1790, with a poorly equipped, untrained army set 
out from Bort Washington (Cincinnati) to, the Indian towns on the 
Maumee. At the junction of the St. Joseph and the St. Mary's « 
Rivers property of the Indians was destroyed, and the army started 
its return march to Cincinnati. On the banks of the Maumee the 
regulars were defeated by a band of Indians under Littic Turtle, 
and the remainder of the army returned to Fort Washington. 


. in: the fall of 1791. Governor St. Clair himself headed the 
forces.and set out from Fort Washington. Colonel Hamtramck’ had 
been sent ahead to build a fort on the Great Miami. St. Clair's 
unorganized forces crept slowly toward Maimitown. At dawn on 
October 4, 1791, Little Turtlets! warriors surprised and routed 
the American forces who retreated and arrived at Fort ‘“Jashington, 
November 8, 1791. Genoral Anthony Wayne later constructed Fort 
Recovery on the site of St. Clair's defcat. ‘ 


The fronticr, as a result of St. Clair's defeat, was left 
unguarded, St. Clair resignod as military commander, and President 
Washington chose Anthony Wayne to lead the army in tho west. 


In 1792 General Wayne came to Pittsburg where he began to 
ipoain tho rocraits. Letevin tho fellvhe led hia troops a short 
distance down the Ohio where he continued drilling. In the saint 
Wayne and his mon went to Fort Washington, and from there the 
woll-trained army of about 2600 sct out on October 7, 1795, for 
the war, At Fort Jefforson, where he camped on October Loy Tie 
was Se by Goneral Scott and 1000 militia from Kentucky. 
Genoral Wayne then fortificd and named Fort Groenville* which 
served as his wintor headquarters during the wintor of 1795-4. 
In the meantime, he had sent men ahead to build Fort Recovery on 
the site of St. Clair's defeat. Hore Little Turtle attacked the 
fort, but was defeated, June 30, 1794. 


During the summer of 1794 Genoral Wayne showly Reno ages and 
reached Grand Glaize on the Maumec on August 8. Here he built a 
fort, Fort Defiance, and hurried down the Maumee after the Indians. 
On a site where recently a tornado had struck down and twisted the 
great trees, Anthony Wayno defsated the Miami warriors, under 
Little Turtle in the Battle of Fallen Timbors, August 1794. 


Following the defcat of Little Turtle General wayne led his’ 
agate back to whore ‘Bt. Wayne is NOW. 


/ 


1. Little Turtle bolonged to the ee etaos 
2. Groonville, Atal 
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During the summer of 1795 Ft. Greenville was witness to many 
councils, to long speeches, and finaily to a famous treaty known 
as the Treaty of Greenville. The treaty signed August 3, 1795, 
opened the western part of Ohio, and a very narrow strip, known 
later as the Gore, in Indiana to settloment. 

The line which under this treaty formed the western boundary 
for settlement ran in nearly a straight line from Ft. Recovery to 
@ point opposite the place where the Kentucky River empties into 
the Ohio River. The Indians remained in possession of all the 
land west of the treaty line. 


= 


This line enters New Garden Townshiv slightly west of the 
northeast corner of the township, and runs southwest through, the 
township, and leaves the township approximately at: the northeast 
corner of Webstor township. In the northeastorn part of the town- 
ship, for most part, the old Boundary Road follows the treaty line 
to the place where the line moects the road running cast from 
Fountain City. It affects the geographical township and section 
lines in such a way that, for instance, east of the treaty line 
Township 12 N. Range 2 W. is in juxtanosition with Township 15 N, 
Rango 14 E, which lies just west. of the treaty linc. 


Those Indian tribes which signed the treaty wore the: Wyandots, 
Delawares, Ottawas, Pottawattamics, Kiamis, Shawanesc, Chippoways, 
kel.Rivers, Kickapoos, Weas, Plankeshaws, and haskaskias. 


That area which lies betweon.the Greenville Treaty. Line and 
the Ohio State line was known as the Gore and in the year 18035 it 
was organized as Dearborn County whose county scat was Lawrenceburg 
on the Ohio River. The northern part of the Gore continucd.to be 
a part of Dearborn County until Wayne County was organized. 


Adjacent to, and lying immediately west of the Goro, is a 
later Indian cession known as the Twelve Mile Purchase which extends 
westward from tho Greenville Treaty Line of 1795, while its west- 
ern, boundary, twoive miles west, runs parallol to the Greenville 
Troaty Line. The wostern boundary ran north, beginning at the 
Grouseland Troaty Linc (1805), and ended at the north on the Indiana- 
Ohio Line in an anglo made by the Greenville Treaty Line anda another 
linc drawn exactly southwest from Ft.’ Recovery to its intersection 
with the Twelve Mile Line. / 


The area included in the Twolve Mile Purchase was acquired at 
the same time as anothor tract which adjoinod the Vincennes cession, 
Titles to both thesc areas wore obtained vy the Traaty of Ft. 

Wayne, September 30, 1809, when Gonceral Harrison nogotiated with 
the Miamis, Delawares, Ecol Rivers, and the Pottawattomics» % 


1. Luther M. Fecgor. "“Boundarios of Wayne County and its townships", 
Indiana Magazino of History, March, 1928. : 
2. J. Pe Dunn, Jm Indiuna. ‘a redemption from.slavony, 1888. 
De 580-381. ; Lj | 
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Later, on October 26, 1809, the chiefs and head men of the Wea 
‘Tribe met Genoral Harrison at Vincennes and there Steep tale to 
acknowlcdge the validity of the Ft, Wayne Treaty. 


Although the land was purchased and ceded to the United States 
government in 1809, it was not surveyed and ready for sale until 
t © years’later.*© The prico of this land, as reported by John 
§. Newnan at the Old Scttlers Meeting in 1869, was 2.00 an acre, 
but the government offered a reduction of 37% cents for cash 
paid down « 3 


~The cessions of 16809, eeitaine the Harrison Purchase, the 
Twolve Mile Purchase, and a third one mado in December of the same 
yoar, were the ones which caused the trouble with the Shawnee 
warrior, Tecumseh, who maintained that no tribe in the confederacy 
could sell any land without the consent of ai1 the tribes. 4 


Thus, our township is a part of each of two famous Indian 
cessions;: the Gore and the Twelve Mile Purchase. 
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tg Indiana . 
| le The Gore--Treaty of CGrecn- 
CAPS. AME oes 
a 2s The Twelve Mile Purchase--+ 
aie | Harrison$ Purchase-~Treaty 
( at Fte Wayne, Sept. 50, 1809. 
rou 3. Grouseland--Treaty of 
i | Grouseland, Aug. 21, 1805. 


Ay 4, Clark Grant. 

; oe Treaty of Vincennes, Aug. 
Ly! 18 and 27, 1804, 
LAC Harrison's Purchase--Treaty 


at Ft. Wayne, Sept. 30, 1809, 
7. Vinconnes Tracte--Treaty at Ft. 
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he ple , Wayne, June 7, 1803. 
SN 8.- Tho Now Purchasc,, 1818. 

~. fy 9. Treaty of Tippecanoe, 1832. 
pe 10. Treaty at Mississinewa, 1826. 


11. Treaty at Chicago, 1821. 
(12. Treaty at Carey Mission, 1828. 
(16. Treaty at Mississinewa, 18236. 


“1. John Be Dillion. A history of Indiana from its carliost oxploras 
tion by Europeans to the close of ho torritorial government, 
in Jeié. p. 450. 

2. Andrew Young. History of Wayno County. 1872. p. 26. 
‘Se Ibid. p. 118. | 
Serve Py. Dunns Indiana, a rcdomption from slavery. p. S8le 
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Our Territory, *State, and County Ancestors 


After all the states which had laid claim to western-landa 
had cedead these to be treated as common property by all the 
states, Maryland, the last state to ratify the Articles of 
Confederation, gave her assent to the articles which went into 
effect March e sere iee 


can 


, 


Six years Me ee the Ohio Company bought from the govern- 
ment land lying along the Muskingum River. This meant that 
the great northwest would be: opened for settlement, and this in 
turn, meant that some form of government must be established. 


In 1787 the Continental Congress accomplished its most 
useful act during the confederate period when it wrote and put 
into effect the Northwest Ordinance, also known as the Ordinance 
of 1787. This document provided for a temoorary government, and 
later a governor, a secretary, and three judges were: appointed 
by Congress, Other provisions guaranteed freedom of worship, 
personal and property rights common to anglishmen, forbade 
ce sure and slavery. 


At this point it is pee gered nz to note that the North- 
west Territory was the first territorial vossession of the 
United States, and that the Ordinance of 1787 was significant 
‘in that it set a precedent for all territorial government of 
the United States possessions, Thus, the area of the township 
under discussion was a part. of the first territorial possession 
of the United States. 


Arthur St. Clair, appointed as first governor of the 
Northweet Territory, October 5, 1784, did not arrive at Marietta, 
the capitol, until Suly 9, 1788. In the same month the first 
territorial legislature for the territory met in that town. 


Congress instructed 8t. Clair to proceed to Kaskaskia and 
Vincennee for the purpose of orgenizing county governments. 
Governor St. Clair, Secretary Winthrop Sargent, and,the judges 
left Marietta in December, 1789. Sargent was left in charge at 
Kaskaskia, and later went to Vincennes. Here on June 20, 1790, 
he laid off a county around Vincennes. Knox County. This county 
included all of Indiana, a strip of western Ohio, that part of 
Michigan west of the Michigan meridian, and much of Illinois. © 
During that time, when the area of the present New Garden township 
.- was a part of Knox County, her county ceat was Vincennes, 

John Small, the asain Soe SE was the executive of 
Knox County. 2 
15 
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In 1796 Knox County was reduced in size when Wayne County,+ 
which included Michigan and the northeast corner of present 
Indiana was organized. Again, in 1798, Knox County was reduced 
when Hamilton County (in Ghio) was extended westward to the 
Greenville Treaty Line. Thus, in 1798 that part of New Garden 
Township which lies between the Greenville Treaty Line ano 
Franklin Township was a part of Hamilton County, (Ohio); while 
that part west of the Greenville Treaty Line remained a part of 
Knox County, . 


~ 
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_ People in distant parts of the territory decried the fact 
‘that the seat of government was so distant. Thus, in 1800, 
the area of the present state of Ohio was separated from the 
remainder of the old Northwest Territory and it (the area of 
Ohio) became known henceforth until its statehood as the 
Northwest Territory. ‘The residue, which was by far the larger 
part of the o1d Northwest Territory, beceme Indiana Territory. 
As a result of this step, that part of New Garden Township 
which lies east of the Greenville Treaty Line became a part of 
‘Hamilton County, in the present state of Ohio. 


On February 3, 1801, a change was made in the county of 
Knox, when Clerk County was organized. This county's boundaries 
ran from Ft. Recovery to White River, and followed the east 
.fork of White River to a line straight north of Blue River, 
-down to Blue River, up the Ohio River to the Greenville Treaty 
Line which was ite eastern boundary. Thus, the western part of 
New Garden Township became, in 1801, a part of Clark County of 
Indiana Territory, while the eastern part remained a part one 
Hamilton County of the new Northwest Territory. 


On April 30, 1802, the Ohio Enebling Act was passed. This 
Placed the area which now lies between the Greenville Treaty 
Line and the present western boundary of Ohio, into the Indiana 
Terricory. | 
, z ae ; ; Boh) 59 mean ante es . uate tees © 

In the year following the passage of the Ohio Enabling Act, 
the Gore, that land between the Greenville Treaty Line and the 
present western boundary of Ohio, was organized into Dearborn 
County of Indiana Territory. 


In 1805 the organization of the Michigan Territory re- 
moved from Indiana Territory its northern area, and again in 
1809 Indiana Territory suffered a loss of area when Illinois 
Territory was organized. After 1609 there was little change 
in the boundaries of Indiana Territory. 


Before 1801, the year when Clerk County was organized, 
the western part of New Garden Township was a part of Knox County 
of Indiana Territory, and until 1802 the eastern section was a 
part of Hamilton County of the new Northwest Territory (now Ohio). 
In 1801 the western part of the township became a part of 


T. One should distinguish between territorial Wayne County from 
Wayne County in the State of pee 
| | ve 
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Clark County, Territory of Indiana, and after 1802, the eastern 
section became a-part of Deerborn County. This remained the 
status until 1810 when Wayne County was organized. The county 
seat of the western portion, a part of Clark County, after 
August 1, 1802, was Jeffersonville; and the county seat of the 
eastern part of the township, a part of Dearborn County, was 
Lawrenceburg, on the Ohio River. 


Wayne County, of which New Garden Township is a part, was 
not organized until the month of November in 1810, and the $ 
statute became effective January 1, 1811. From December 5, 1811, 
until December 21, 1816, the county seat was Salisbury, located 
on the old Salisbury road about one-third mile south of the 
National Road, Road 40. After a bitter feud between Salisbury 
and the nelghboring town to the west, Centerville, the latter 
won, and replaced Salisbury as county seat until August 15, 1873, 
at which time Richmond became the seat of government for the 
county. . 

In the meantime, the capitol of Indiena Territory was moved 
from Vincennes to Corydon in the year 1813,...The year 1816 saw 
a notable change in government, for Indiana Territory ceased 
to exist, and Indiana, during that year was admitted as a state. 
The state capitol remained Corydon until the year 1825 when 
Indianapolis became the state capitol. 
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. “Northwest Territory - 
c } July 15, 1787 
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Wayne Co, 
January 1, 1811 


These county maps were taken from 


INDIANA HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 
Volume XIX, entitled INDIANA 


BOUNDARILS by rence and Armstrong. 
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New Garden Township Boundarios 


New Garden township, which originally was much larger and 
included Franklin township, was one of the six townships into | 
which the county was divided in 1817. The remaining five 
Original townships were: Jackson, Washington, Wayne, Perry, 
and Harrison.1 | | 


the township lost part -of its territory in the year 18354 
when Franklin Township was organized, and still more in 1843 
when an. addition was mace to Franklin Township. < 


A Vid UC Lme a) ebay 1870, New Garden Township lost part of 
its arca whon Webster Township was sou off. “In this instance 
Wayne , Green, and New Garden Townships contributed a total of 
3 3/8 square miles a the new township, Since 1870 no Mgt ES 
have been made in th e township boundarics. 


The name "New Garden" was received from New Garden, Meeting, 
Guilford County, North Carolina, the orignal home of many of the 
early settlers who were Friends. 5 


1. Feeger, Luther M. Boundaries. of Wayne County and its townships. 
Indiana Be EA aoe of. History. March 1928. 

2. Ibid. a 
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FOUNTAIN CITY 


The town of Fountain City, first known as New Garden, » 


after 1854 as Newport, originally was laid out on land entered 
from the government by George Shugart who migrated from North 
Carolina about 1809 or 1810. On June 3S, 1814, the United 
States government, during the presidency of James Madison, 
issued a patent to George Shugart for 640 acres, but the 
patent was not recorded until October 20, 1838, sometime 

after Mery Shugart, wife of George Shugart, had sold 80 acres 
of the 640 acres to Redden Chance and Solomon Thomas. 


The town was laid out September 5, 1818, by Solomon Thomas 
and Redden Chance.” Additions were made in 1850 by Harvey Davis, 
in 1832 by William Hough, in 1844 by Robert Green, and at later 
dates by Baldwin, Parry, and Cowgill, | 


The Ue eer nCr saat by the county commissioners in 
May, 1834,* “8s first known as New Gardon, whose name in 1854 
was changed to Newport. Since there was another post office. 
known as Newport in tho state, it was necessary to change the 
name to avoid confusion in the postal service. It scems a 
shame that the Nowport famous in history must lose its name, 
while one not at #11 fsmous should continue to bear the name. 
At any rate, in 1878 tho name was changed to Fountain City, 
appropriatcly enough nemed becauso of the many fountains, many 
of which were lowcred or destroyed when a vein of water was 
tapped at the construction of a bridge east of town, 


Hervey Davis© said that in 1824, the yoar he arrived, 
there were only six families, those of: tho physician, 
Dr. Henry H. Wey; Reddon Chrnco, school toacher; Samel Keller, 
hatter; Mary Chance; Solomon Thomas and Harvey Dayis, cabinet- 
akers. In 1870 the population had risen to 343,° and to 
471 in 1880. 


The earliest streets were those which ran north and southe 
Immediately west of Noland's Fork Creek was Water Street, now 
an alley; west of Water Street ran Main Cross Streot, now 
part of Road 27; between Main Cross Street and Green Street was 


le History of Wayne County. 1684. ve II. pe. 652. 
2. Richmond Daily Palladium. Jenuary 11, 1899, 
3. Andrew Young. History of Wayne County. 1872. p. 298. 
4, History of Wayne County. 1684. v. Il. p. 654. 
Andrew Young says the date was September, 1844, 
5, History of Weyne County. 1884. v. II. pe 652, 
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Walnut Street, menele an alléy now; and then followed Green 
Street. The principal street running east and west is Main 
Street; the street at the rear of the schoolhouse is Mill 


bs \s 
Street; and the visxt we north are: first, Davis Street, and 


then North strect. Immociately south of Main Street runs 
Chorry Street.+ ft sounds like quite a town, doesn't it? 


éf 


1. Atlas of Wayne County,, ‘Indiana. 1o74. : 
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New Liberty 


To many it seems incredible that towns may rise, prosper, 
and utterly disappear; and there are those who associate such © 
a cycle with ancient towns of foreign lands only. But within 
the confines of New Garden Township there once existed a rival 
town, Lagat called Now Chet bh ie New Liberties, and Weat 
cas Serty 


In 1818 Fountain City, carlier known as Newport and New 
Garden*, was platted, A short. time later a rival village, | 
New Liberty, was founded. | | 


On October 28, 1611, .snd on December4, 1811, respectvely, 
Frencis Thomas and Thomas She irp> Originally entered. from the 
government the land on which New Liberty stood. The former en= 
tered "Prac, Soc.s 12-17-14" and the latter the "N.E. = Sec. lle 
17p14."5 I have nowhere been able to find the exact date of its 
platting. OneS says soon after Newport was platted, Edmund Kent 
laid off a town on the farm then owned by Israel Hough, and 
called the town West .Liperty, Another, the writer of the abstract, 
says that New Liperty, or New Libortics,; was probably laid out 
by israel Hough at an early date, 


We go learn Irom the abs tr act that as carly as a roae eo 
1820, two lots, numbered 9 and 24; were -sold by Israocl Houg h 
to John Hough for tho amount of $25.00.- Others who owned lots 
in the town were: Edmund and Margarct Kont, Ira Hough,’ Jamos 
Evans and his wifo, Martha: Benjamin Bond, Mary Osborn, 
Jonathan Hough and his wifc, Guli Hlma, and James Hutchons, 


Just how large this town was could probably be dctormincd 
from the map which accompanics the abstract of title. Howcver, 
Eire map LoLLs to show the: Lots. 


1. Abstract’ of Title of tho following described Real Estate 
Meo Waynes county, Indiana, | ¢To'C,°A, Brinkley. 

Ziel ree ac 2 | 

3, History of Wayne “ounty, Indiana, 1884. v. II, FP. 631. 

4, EOL diy: Pe 652% ! 

5, Abstract of Title, ; 

6, History of Wayne Younty, Indiana, 1884. v. II, P. 631. 
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Bon jamin bond and Ellen, his wife, dcecdcd in 1836 to Isracl Hough, 
Jv., Six lots numbcrcd: 22, £6, 24, 25, 26, and 27; so we may 
reasonably conclude that there were at least twenty-soven lots. 


Wo know little about the businesses of the inhabitants of 
this little village. John Hough was a clock maker, and Edmund 
Kent started a tanicry there. In 1816 Israel Hough built 4 
saw mill, and later Job Reynolds built on the side of the saw 
mill a grist mill which was run by water and steam.© Tho mill. 
race which led water to these mills bogan near the concrete 
bridge immcdiatcoly south of Fountain City and ran on the west 
sidc of the Noland!s Fork through Mrs. Eloff'¥s nroperty, in 
front of the home of Clarence and Louise Brinkley, and joined 
the crock southwest of their house.* Tradition says that a 
large flat bowlder on the site of New Liberty was a corners tone 
of a post-office once there, 


It is interesting to note that in the abstract’ land 
except the saw mill property, race & dam, “ or " except cartway 
20 ft. wide", or: "-except mill privelege” often was decdcd by 
one owner to his successors 7 


By 1836 most of the lots had come into the possession of 
Isracl Hough, ‘his may moon that by this time Fountain City's 
rival was beginning to disintesrate, the date of its dis- 
appearance has not boen detormined, but in ‘our own wicinityr. & 
littlo town arose, prospered for a little while, and then 
utterly disappeared from the face of the carth. Most of the 
area covered by this little village lies north of tho buildings 
‘on the farm of Mr. an@ Mrs. Clarence Brinklcy. 


1. History of Wayne County, Indiana, 1884. ve If. p. Sole ; 
By sAbstract of Pitle, “Maps + 
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Schools 


There seems to be some disagreement concerning which schook 
was the first one in the township. Andrew Youngl says’ that the 
first school was in the Quaker log meeting. house, while Major 
M. M. Lacey in an article published in the Sundoy Telegram {date 
unknown), Richmond, says that the first school in the township 
was “in a Lag house on the southeast corner of a lot neer the 
tridge. Tne latter, Major Lacey, says was built about’ 1825 
end young Henry H. Way, later Dr. Way, was the teacher. He 
, algo says the second township school was located just east On 
the butcher shop on Main Street and that Griffin Davis was the 
teacher. | ; 


Usuelly the teacher's pay cdepended on the number of pupils 
he hed. Some of the schools were subscription schools. School 
was irregularly held beceuse of the difficulty in collecting 
enough to pay the teacher. .The qualifications of the teachor 
wero .-xtromély low comphred::t&é present standards, “A teacher 
who could cipher through the "Double Rule of Three" was p 
considered excellent. (a 


Quakers were alweys interested in education, so whether 
the Friends! school was the first or not, they: socn built a 
school near their meeting house. The New Garden schoolhouse, 
today used as a parsonagé, previously had another rooMme, 


Southwest of the Friends! meeting house in town was built 
on Water Street ea school of which Levi Jessup was the teachere 


During 1845 a school building wes erected where the present 
schcolhcuse is. Stephen Venard was the first teacher in this 
pbuilding. At the time when William Stone, assisted by Eliza 
Osborn, was the teacher, the schocl enrollment wes so large that 
4t wos necessary to use the Wesleyan Church. In EO(eLOr: La et 
two-story brick schcol building replaced the earlier cne. David 
White was the first principal in this new building. 


In September, 1899, the town scld the property to the. 
township and in the following year the present building was 
erected, In the winter of 1924-25 the last addition was ‘made 
POuLoLs bus Longs. . 


1, . Andrew Young. History of Wayne County, Indiana. 
STs. | | 
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INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 


To Zadoc Williams, for the purposs of making brick, were . 
given lots 51 and 52. At the east enc £ Mill Street, George 
Shugart built the first grist mill. This, so Far as i can tell, 
must have been east of the Underground Hediread Station, or just 
at the end of that street. This was built about 1815 or 1820.1 
Dr. O. N. Hoff, in’ an article written in 1915 and published in 
the Richmond Palladium-Item at a later date,*®.-soys that this 
mill was leter bought by Levi Coffin who converted it into an 
oil mill, but Levi Coffin himself .seys that in ‘1836. he built 
on Oil mill and manufactured linseed oil.%  Proba bly both 
Statements..refer to the same building: and the same location. 


Levi Coffin also made paints which were used on wagons. 
The gay colors so’ used were of much concern to the Friends 
who appointed a committee to la bour with him and to persuade 
him to halt SO asimtudse WOrk | 


In 1874 a hardware store was located where We 0. Young’ s 
grocery now stands; a harness. aioe was approximately between | 
the Williems! gerage and Elmer Hodgins.!' building; at that date 
the drug store was just where Mr, Palmer now has his; the 
carriage shop of Clark and’ Teas was at the southvest corner of 
the bridge east of town; and a wagon shop stood slightly 
south-east of the present school building. At that date a 
hotel stood approximately between the locations of. the garage 
of Macy Auto Co. and the filling station on the corner. The 
African Methodist Episcopel Church stood east of town, north 
of the road, at the-bend of the road slightly south and west 
of the residence of Clayton Woolman. 


Just east of the Noland's Fork Creek and northeast of the 
bridge east of town was erected in 1855 a five-story steam mill 
which ground flour and corn. This business was started by 
Eli Osborn, Josse and Isaac Reynolds. Connected with this 
business was a woclen mili ownod presuma bly by the same people. 
Hore were done carding, coloring, spinning and weaving. The 
business proved unprofitable, and after it changed hends, was 
run as’a grist mill.’ People ceme from as far as Portland to 
get their milling done hore. | 


“I. Young. History of Wayne Gounty. 1872. pe 295. 

o -kpetoberb, 1943. 

Oe <A Olea att 6 Reminiscences. p pe - 107. 

4, Atlas of Wayne County. 1874, - 

Dis Richmond Palladium=Itom. October @, 19435... 
His History of tory of viayne County. .1884. p,. 635. . 
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William Moses and Hiram Hough in 1848 comstreeted an 
adjoining building where they made stoves. Since the ore and 
coke had to be hauled from Cincinnati and proved to be too 
expensive, this business was abandoned a year later. 


Mr. Huff in his article states that there were two hat shops 
about 1855 owned by Thomas Williams and John S. Hunt. At one 
time there was at the northwest corner of Cross Main Street a 
hat shop owned by Robert Green and George Hunt who made hats from 
beaver which they obtained from Cincinnati. Each hat cost ebout. 
ten dollers. A boy's hat was bought large enough to last until 
he was grown. ; 


A tanyard was built by Mr. Unthenk in 1828, and later bought 
by Deniel Huff, Sr., who moved it to the south end of Green Street.’ 
Neor the present Friends Meeting House was another tanyard 
operated by Cyrus Puckett, Elias Baldwin, and Billy Wilicutts. 

Vats in which the hides wore soaked in water poured ovor tan 
bark were placed four or five feet deep in, the ground. Alexander 
Curry and Robert Curtis owned two chair factories. 


Blacksmithing was a very popular and prosperous business. 
The smiths made nails, chains, horse shoes, and numerous iron 
articles. Jonathan Hough was the first blacksmith and had his 
shop on his own farm which was south of and adjoining the park. 


- About 1822 or 1823 Nathan Smith built » carding machine at 
Newport. This was turned by a horse tread mill. 


Wagon making seems to have been popular. The first weagon- 
maker was Daniel Jones. Joel Parker, who came from North Carolina 
in 830, carried on this business. In 1872 there were four 
wagonmakers: Danicl Huff, William R. Williams, Martin Lamb, and 
Henry Clark; and two garriage makers: Lindsay Osborn and his 
partner, Daniel Huff. 


Potteries made up another thriving business. <A square 
east, and & square south from Cross Main Street was a pottery 
owned by Robert Bailey who hauled his merchandise to the — 
neighboring towns. Abner Dalbey had another pottery; this one 
was located one square south and one square west from Cross Main. 


Robert Bailey made crockery, and in the '50's Hiram Huff 
had a tinshop north of the location of WV. 0. Young's grocery. 
Near Abner Dalbey's pottery was s pump shop operated by William 
Rendic and "Doc" Reynolds, while one and one-half squares north 
of the center of town, on the west side, a former runaway slave, 


1. Andrew Young in his History of Wayne County on page 294 says. 
that a second tannery was built by Daniel Puckett, later 
operated by Barnabes Hunt and even later by Harmon Clark. 

I have not been able to find out whether this is the same 
‘ tannery Dr. Huff said was operated by Cyrus Puckett. 
2. Young. History of Weyne County. p. 294. 
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Billy Bush, had a blacksmith shop. Caskets made of plain, 
white and unstained boards were made by Harvey Davis in a cabinet 
shop'a little south of the Friend's church. The home of the late 
Dr. O. N. Huff was once & tavern owned by Samuel Nixon. 


Before any physicians settled in Newport, the people here 
were served by @ Richmond dAoctor, Dr. Warner, Later, about }820 
or '21, Henry H. Way. and Jesse Pegg became the doctors here.* 
Before Dr. Way decame a-physician, he: taught school and even then 
showeana (sclentific turn of minds: din order, to teach the sudject.. ¢« 
of human anatomy, he obtained the borAy of a dead Indian and 
prepared the bones which he exhibited at school. The staid 
élderly Quakers were greatly shocked becauso they felt it was. 
unholy to use the bones of a human in the school room. So a 
corimittee of the sect visited school and the practical study of 
the skeleton ceased.© ; 


Solomon Thomas was the first merchant and opened a store 
about 1816; he was followed by a Mr. Kelsey (or Kelso); William 
Marine had a grocery store... In 1824 the village had no store, 
but when Levi Coffin settled here, he and Dr. Henry H. Way in 
“partnership operated a store, Levi Coffin also carried on in 
addition to his mercantile business, pork-cutting. Tho nork was 
carried in wagons ‘to Cincinnati, and on the return trip groceries 
were brought back. Levi Cofrin's store was a general store which 
offered for sale dry goods and hardware in addition to the gro- 
ccrics. . 


Levi Coffin tells us that when he settled in Newport in 1826, 
there was ono or two dram shops where in small quantitics liquor 
was sold. An carly brewery was operated oy Edward Mason .o 
Drunkenness became very annoying to the Nethodists and the Quakers 
of the town. One evening Levi Coffin, Danicl Puckett,’ and Dr. 
Henry H. tiay met and Aiscussed the situation, To a later meeting 
they invitcd some of the Methodists; James Dwiggins, Edward 
Starbuck, and others. The result was that a meeting was called 
for the purpose of organizing a tomperance socicty named "Newport 
Tomperance Society." The organization aroused great oxcitement.- 


A little north of whcre the MethoAist Church now stands 
onco stood a Aistillery.6 The man who oymed it used an open 
woll. He used a rope and buckct to dip the water utilized in 
his distillery; and, in order to dip the water, he stood on a 
broad plank laid across the top of the well. But one night 
-somcone with an original ines and a sense of humor sawed tho 
plank on tho under side, and when next morning the ownor of the 


1. Young. History of Wayne County. 
2. Richmond Se Articlo by Major M. M. Laccy. (Date 
of paper unknown. 

S  Cbrfin. Reminigoenceds. “P,7l2o, 
Spe see f Wayne County. 1684. P. 633 
5. History of Wayne County, B84, . 63 
6. History of Wayne County. 1884. 
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still walked onto the plank to aip his wator, "he took < suddon 
plunge and went 'wot!," He spent an hour or two scrcaming for 
help before anyonc heard him, 


Tho "story is'told b~ Levi Coffin and repeated by Dr. Huff 


about a Mr. Mann who ca to Newport, where under protcnsce of 
kecping a grocery, he rented a house where he sold liquor, 
Despite remonstrances and attompts to stop him, Menn dacfiantly 


opened his liquor store. A reformed drunkard lived across tho 
strect, A fow wocks lator, lato one night, a pistol was fircd 
from thc liquor store and the shot passed through the reformed 
man's bedroom and lodged in the wall. The man and his wife wero 
awekcnod. lr. Mann was arrcated and thrown into jail, and when 
he was bailed out, left tne community. Soon no liquor was sold 
See GwvOr t..) ew 


Two papers of local notoriety wore pudlisncd in the bistory 
of thc town. Arnold Buffum, an ardent worker against slévery, 
eame from Now Englana in behalf of the work and sbout 1840 
editcda an anti-slavery paper, Protectionist., Later, Dr. Way 
end Benjamin Stanton publisned Free Labor Advocate and Antislavery 
Chronicic. . Thc ‘latter papor was continucd scvoral ycars after 
Mr. Buitfum discontinue? his. 
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Churches 


The first religious society in the township was that of the 
Friends, more popularly known as the Guakers, who established 
New Garden meeting in 1812. Here they constructed on the site 
of the present brick building a log meeting house in 1814. It 
had a puncheon floor and was heatéd--it makes ora shiver to think 
Of it--by a charcoal fire built on dirt contained ina box. 
About 1820 a frame one was a gee and in 1858 the present 
brick building.1 


The first Monthly Meeting was held March 18, 1815, and the - 
first Quarterly Meeting January 25, 1823. Among the first 
members were: Jonathan and Israel Hough, Obadiah Harris, George 
Shugart, Sr., Uriah Pee Isaac Thomas, Micajah Jones, Malachi 
Moon, Francis Thomas and Benjamin Bee i 1884 New Garden 
Bee tens had about, 200 members. 


AS. was the custom of old-time Quakers, the men worshipped 
on one side of the room and the women on the other, Later the 
moon's room was made into an, auditorium and the. women * Ss side in- 
to. rooms for prayer peeaoue and Sabbath School.. 


mn 1828 a group of Briends requested that a new meeting be 
established, known as Concord Meeting. A log mceting house was 
built on she western boundary line of the township, and was still 
in existence as late as 1884. 


At the Quarterly Meeting in August, 1830, a committee was 
appointed "to act with an equal number of female Friends and 
judge of tho BoD TCU y of establishing a preparative meeting at 
Newport. 


Not all Quakers were agreed on the slavery question and this 
Ce Pemence Of Opinion ved to a dlivision in the indiana Yorrly 
Mocting. In 1545 Friends of Newport and its vicinity set up a 
Yearly Meeting at Newport. This divison lasted thirtcen years. 


1. Young. History of Wayne County. 1872, p. 295, 
History of Wayne County. S46 Veet Pe 657, 
Ze History of Wayne Sa ‘ics, etal oily De 637.6 
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In 1815 the Methodists under the leadership of Willigm Holman 
organized a class. Early ministers were: Sparks, Laurence, and 
Durbin. A mceting house, constructed of logs was built on the 
land of James Dwiggins who was a mombor.! Presumably this church 
may have been built near the little cemetory north of the barn 
on Clyde Hinshaw's farm. Here James Dwiggins lies buried in the 
little graveyard. Later the log building was sold to the ‘fri- 
con Methodists, and the Methodists then built the building in 
Fountain City. PS 


The African Methodists, organized about 1830, moved pniecce 
by picce the log building purchased from the Methodists to a 
Pevenavoul naliowaye to Fountain City and after worshipping 
Bere i10r several years, they built in town. 


Anti-slavery sentiments caused dissension not only in the 
Friends! Mecting, but in the Methodist church as well, Locally 
it resulted in the establishment of the Wesleyan Church about 
1843, Its membershiv was composed of the radical anti-slavery 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Their church at tho 
cost of $1,200 was erected in 13845.° | 


No longer is there a Baptist Church in the township, but 
once thero was ono established about 1320 in tho northeast part 
of the township. A building was constructed and worshipped in 
for ten years, 1850-1840. ' 


Neither of the aarly histories of “layne County montion 
other churches now existent, so these must have bcen cstablished 
after 1884. 


1. Young. History of Wayne County. pe. 296. 
2. Tradition says it was moved to the southwest corner of 
Clyde Hinshaw's farm. 


3. History of Wayne County. 1884. v.2. p. 639. 
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ae See: any history boein datos the United States: the ; 
reader will find Space devoted to the labor of the inhabitants * 
of Newport in -anti-slavery.awork¢ jthis..is.the one..thing which -hes 
brousht ‘fame to our LLagy est Fs? bee | Ho? 


“although the oat sfandus ws? thede workers ‘was hevd Coffin, 
reputed eogidaent of the undércround railroad, many ovher's.,” 
including “egroés, gave much: time ‘and ‘ran risks of arrest ‘and 
EA ge it to Te STS Be slaves sescaping from the South. 


he “Ouditandé of L787. forbade eo slavery in Pe Nort shwe s st 
econ. Dut this: lawiwas often winked at.: In 1815 wayne: 
County levied a total of. (wl265,10 in ‘taxes, including tax’ on 
slaves. we0. OO, and on men On CO kor, wlss00% nr 


Bat host of the carly inhabitants of both wayne County - 
and: New Garden Township were .uakers who, while perplexed as 
tO whether they should .obey the law or their consciences, for 
most’ part dis anproved of slavery. ‘ Many of .them frankly and openly 
aided here slaves. | , 


‘The best known of the Underground Railroad. workers was 
Levi Coffin who lived:for twenty-one years in Newport,,. ‘and : 
oe ‘thet.time helped thousands ‘of dollars worth of slaves | 
scape into Canada. Levi Coffin migrated from North Carolina . 
oe wayne County, Indiana, in'1822, “and four years later settled 
in Newport where he renained until 1847 etne year in whieh ine 


moved to Cineir nati. 


* 


i ince ineical Hees conver: ed: fat Wéwpove: one- from Madison, 
another from Jeffers onville, and a third from Cincinnati. The 
eastern rouve was perhaps the. .most used and the best known. 

It began at Cincinnati; insthes state’ of Ohio, passed’ through 
Hamilton, Ohio, Richmond, Indiana;-and Newport: north to Ft. . 

Wayne, Kendallvllle, Salem Station, and Orland.’ From there. . 

1% continued, to Coldwa ihe Michigan, and cnded at’ hattle Creek. 


The ndararoind railroad was not a railroad, nor-was’it > 
undersround.: Tt had no tr ACIS 5 no’ cars, and no said employees. 
Possibly wé.can say the term "underground railroad" has a 
connotation similer to our term “underground” used in con-) 
nection with world War Il... All the workers were voluntary and 
unpeaid.: Slavas -who-could.reach:the north side.of the Ohio 
River were secreted in wagons and other types of vehicles. and. 
secretly taken Bt night from station to station. 


L. Levi. Coffin. Reminiscences, 1880. p. 139 
iistory of —— County, Indiana. 1884. V. 1. Py, 411. 
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The fugitives began to come to the Coffin home in Newport 
during the winter of 1626-1827. It was necessary for Levi Coffin 
to keep a team and wagon always ready to carry the slaves forward 
to another station; sometimes even more teams were necessary. 
They mado their journeys by night along seldom used and bad roads, 
through deep mid. If it were learned that pursuers were ahead, 
the fugitives were sent back for concealment. #riends to the 
cause acted ss conductors on the hazardous journeys from one 
station to another. Often slaves were hid@en under straw, apples 
or whatever séasonable produce could be carried in the wagons 
without arousing suspicion. oo: 

At any hour of the night Levi Coffin was likely to be awak- 
ened by a gentle knock at the door, to find outside in the rain , 
a wagon loaded with fugitives whom he invited in. After all 
were safely jnside, the door was locked, the windows covered, - 
and: then a good fire’ built.’’ Mre.'Coffin, known as Aunt Katie, 
in the meantime prepared the food. The fugitives slept after 
their twenty or thirty mile ride on pallets before the “fire. 


Since many of the fugitives came destitute of clothing, 
it was necessary to keep clothing on hand«,,lioney with which 
CO Duy shoes hed to be raliesds A grout *or-yeuns women of the 
néighoorhood organized and met frequently to sew garments for 
the unfortunate negroes., To this sewins circle belonged 
Elizebeth Stanton, Elizabeth Lacy, Bulah Puckett, and Keziah Hough. 
Although the people of the community furnished clothing and food, 
the Coffins found their expenses high and these they could not 
have borne had their business affairs not prospered. 


The brick House "of Gevir Coffin stands “or the "southeast 
eorner of Main and Mi11 Streets. The house was crected about 

1640 by Mr. Goffin. The west part of the houss is two stories 
high, but thé DL mart 1s one eid one-half -stories. . That the 

east part (ce -the Roves Ls net Itt two storfes Ls not conspicuous. 
There were no secret pagsdges op plts for ‘concealment “and “tne 
Ouly place of concéalment was a sriall Poom in the L next to 

the Trervers, (A Poon “so smali that not-wiore than four or five 
Deople Could LVe down in ‘thé ®ooms The opéning to this poom 
which is just cast of the northwest room wags so Small that only 
one person at atime could erawl throuczh ites This entrance 

was concealed by an enormous bdcdstead. 


im the cellerof the nouse is a clireplace where tradition 
Says *slavés in Nrding often cooked their meals. «nd it may be 
that a’ door or large opening, later partly closed, gave them 
direct admittance to the cellar. . Tradition says that‘* condictors 
often left the’ road south of town and crove-up-the ‘creek bea 
to-a tunnel ‘which led'‘from* the Coffin house to the creek just 
peck "or Lt; “Dut this -ls"entirely* unauthenticated’ , 


1, W. De Waldrip. "A station of the underground railroad." 
indiana Magazine of History. v. 7. June 1911. 
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Hliza Harris, the famous character in Harriett Beecher 
Stowe's novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin, found refuge here, Levi Coffin 
tells us that her real name was not Eliza Harris, but that his 
wife gave her the name made famous in fiction; and he also 
definitely statce that she was sheltered in this house for séveral 
days. Later the Coffins visited her in Canada, 


Eliza Harris was owned by a man who lived near Ripley, 


Kentucky. Her master was kind to hos and gave her a comfortable 
home, but financiol difficulties made Lt necessary for him to - 


sell some of his slaves. when. Eliga learned that she was to be. « 
separated from her two-ycar-old son, she resolved to escape. 

At daylight she reached the banks of the frozen Ohlo, a serious 
barrier to all fleeing slaves. At a house nearby she was al~ 
lowed to remain during the day, and she cxpected to steal across 
during the next night. But during the day the ice broke up. 

In thé evening, as her pursuers neared the house, she, her child 
in her arms, darted out the house toward the river. She leaped 
from onc cake of icc to another. Sometimes she put the child. 
on. the next cake of ice and then dragged hersolf from the icy 
watcrs onto the floating ice which often sank beneath her 


wolght. Ris 1373608 

On the northern side of the Ohio s man, probably a member 
of the Anti-Slavery League, watched in amazement the struggle 
across the rapidly moving ice. Thuis man was a Newport man, 
Reverend William Lacy, who belonged to a scerct organization 
that patrolled the banks of the river to help runaway slaves. 
The. Anti-Slavery Loaguc® co-operated with the underground railroad, 
Reverend Lacy helped her up the wank and dircted her to a@ nouse 
where she stayed several days. ‘Some controversy has arisen 
over the route by which she made her escape from Newport into 
Canada where she finally settled at Chatham. 


Mrs. Coffin evidently knew many ways to outwit pursuing 
slave masters. For instance, on one oecasion*, after two colored 
girls outwitted their slavemaster at Cabin Creek bY Qvecsing a5 
boys and walking out before thcir pursuers, they were taken on 
the Winchester road, through the Cherry Grove settlement, and 
then to Newport... Mrs. Coffin placed them in a room to rest 
during the romaindcr of tho night. The next day news was 
brought from Catin Creek where the girls! grandparents lived 
that pursuers in squads were searching different neighborhoods, 


eeneve Coffin. | Supra. ps Lay ff . \ 

2, The Anti-Slavery League was more aggressive than'the under~ 
ground railroad. ‘The latter helped thoso who had escaped; 
but tho formcr did morc than this: its members went into the 
South where they planned escapes. The league had a definite 
organization, and its members were propared to defend them- 

- scolv¢s and to carry out their plans by force if necessary. - 

BS ylotrin. Roeminveceno. s 6p... Loo. | : | 

4, Coffin. Supras p. wSo 
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During tho afternoon in Newport several strangers werc scone 
These inquired for stray horses, abruptly cntercd homes of 
colored people, and rambled around the village. Mrs. Coffin 
took the girls into a bedroom, hid thom between the two ticks, 
and made up the bed. The excited girls laughed and giggled 
until Mrs. Coffin separated them and put one in another bed. 
They stayed scveral-weeks in the Coffin home and then were sent 
to Canada via the Greenvillc-Sandusky route. 


Seventeen fugitives valued at ~l7,000 was the largest 
sroup ever aided by the Coffins. The conductors from Union 
County, when asked by Mrs. Coffin, who had ariscn first that 
morning, "what have you got there?" replied, “All Kentucky." 
Some of these wounded by sunshot needed medical aid, and others 
clothing. They stayed two days and were started forward via 
the Mississinewa route to Canada.+ - 


Just cast of Newport stood the home of william Hough* 
‘prominent in the fight against slavery. To William iiough's 
house Levi Coffin sent the most "hotly pursucd" slaves. 

Here occurred an exciting event in the history of the community. 
Often fugitive slaves who were not being pursucd lived months at 
a time in the village. One nizht a Richmond man with fifteen 
slave hunters galloped into town. They were in search of a. 
particular slave who happened not to be at Mr. hough's at the 
time. Mr. Hough detained the men until the slave had time to 
reach town and hide, and then the slave hunters returned to 
Newport to make another search. At a bugle alarm free colored 
people armed with knives, shotguns, and clubs began to assemble. 
One Kentuckian made threats and was covered by a shotgun carried 
by a colored man. Some threatened to burn the town 1f, theysgolda 
not get the negro, others decided the slave was not worth the 
loss of their lives and left.¢ : 


During the raid a ludicrous incident happened. To the raider 
who thréatend to ficht him in a single combat, L11 Osborn replied 
that he was a man of peace, but that, if the raider would dis- 
mount, he would play a game of marbles with him.9® 


In addition to the two houses mentioned above, a third was 
well known as ce station on the underground railroad, the home 
of Daniel Huff, later pccupicd by Dr. 0. N. Huftr, and still 
more recently, after being remodeled, by Dr. L. T. Cox. 


Others, usually referred to as “engineers” in this village 
were Dr. wenry H. way, who often gave medical assistance to the 
slaves; a colored man, Billy Bush; Robert Bailcy; Samuel Clark: 
We R. Williams; Harvey Davis; and Harmon Clark. 


1. Coffin, Reminiscences. Pr. 182 If. 

2, The farm is now owned by Mrs. hobert Boron. 

3. Palladium-Ttem. June o, 1940. Article by Lmma Hough Rhodes, 

4, wealarip. “A station of the underground railroad.” Indiana 
Macazine of History. v- 7. June 1911. 

Ov owelurig. Lbids 

6. Ramsey Poundstone. “Citizens are proud of its long history." 
The Richmond Item. Jub} 1, 19268. 
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Une presa was ‘also employoad to ficht slavery. Two weli- 
known papers were published, She Protcetionist and Froe Labor 
Advocate. The former was founded about 1541 and was publishcd 
by Arnold Buffum who had come from Ncw Lngland. Its purpose as 
set forth in one of the copies was "the vicdication of the rights 
Of the pcople of the non-slaveholding States to PROTECTION against 
the possibility under any cireumstancées of being claimed by mortal 


men as an article of property.” The latter paper was published 

by Benjamin Stanton and advocated “»ee labor. Neither paper 

was published more than a few yecrs, though the Free Labor Advocate 
ements SR | eae Ere 


Goncvinued being published the loner. 


oa 
z 


Some of the announcementst and items given in the PROTLCTIONIST 
Prves. Lurthémeliaght on the work in the community: 


"The first District Convention of Indiana Abolitionists 
We Lo its adjourned meeting in the Friends Meeting house, 
oe Lconomy om the 9th and 10th days of the 11th month, 


"Me Anniversary meeting of the State Society will 
be held at New Garden (one mile south of Newport, Wayne 
county, on 2nd day of the eighth and second month 
(February), 1841, at 10 o'clock A. M." 


"A general convention of Friends of Indiana Yearly 
Meeting, who are favorable to the formation of Anti- 
Slavery Societies, to be coriductel in all respects ag) 
accordance with the peculiar principles and testimonics 
of Friends, will be held at New Garden, Jayne county, 
on end day after the second 7th day in the 1st month, 
1841. ane 


The Newoort Anti-Slavery Tract Society issued the first 
number of a periodical entitled Jubilec, which was published | 
monthly and sold for twenty-five cents a year. 


nm the seventh number of the PROTLCTIONIST was advertised a 
public sale of slaves:¢ 7 


(Tn pursuance of the provisions of a deed of trust, 
executed by James M. Garnet to subscribers, on mic 20th 
of February, 1839, and duly recorded in the elerk 's 
office of Essox county, to secure a debt due to 
Robert FP. Waring, we shall proceed to offer at public 
sale, at Loretto, in the County of Lssex, on Thursday, 
the 17th day of December next, if fair, or on the day 
thereafter, for cash, the following slaves to-wit: 
llenry, Larry, Sally, hannah,. hliza, Jack, Billivy, Den, 
in waich the said James M. Garnet holds an estate for 
his life only; together with the increase of the females 
or so many of the said slaves as shall be necessary for 


1. Fox, Hon. Henry f,, Hd. Memoirs of wayne County and the 
City of Richmond. V. 1. ladison. 1912 
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the purpose of said deed of trust." Simed by Robert J. 
_. Latene and Robertele Z. Hunter, trustees. The editor 
“Meade. some Stirring coninents on tho injustico of such, 

a sale. Bhi i, | 


_ And another announcement? in the same number of the paper 
was "Art. lst.--This Society shall be called the Newport Female 
Anti-Slavery Society. , | 


Art! 2nd.--She object of this Association is to promote .the 
diffusion of corréct information among our fellow citizens in =, 
-pelation to slavery, showing its repugnance to ‘the principles 

of justice and religion, and to the happiness and prosperity 
of the American people. «esses : 


Art’. 7the--Each member’ of the Society shall lay by and forward 
to the treasurer at each quarterly meeting the sum of at least one 
cent for cach week, for the benefit of the cause." 


To raise funds for their work the members of the society 
joined at one time with the society at Salem, Ind., in giving a 
fair which lasted two days. The members would at times mect to 
cut, sew, and fit clothes for fugitives hidden in the town. 


In the tenth numberof the paper is made an announcement con- 
cerning the New Garden.Young Men's Anti-Slavery Society woich was 
to hold a meeting at the Friends! school at Concord on tne western 
boundary of. the township. 


The imhabitants were busily. engaged in the work of snti- 
slavery societies, in underground railroad work, in the Anti-. 
Slavery Loague,. but also in politics. In the thirteenth number 
of the paper the namcs appears that of Josiah Bell, Newport, 
Indiana, who was running for the office of representative. 


Among the most famous anti-slavery speakers who addressed 
‘ audiences im Newport was rred Douglass who lectured hore in 1844. 


Another method of combating slavery was the establishment 
of free labor stores, where goods produced by free labor only 
were sold. Levi Coffin had esiablished such a retsil business 
and peo,le came for miles to buy such goods. 


Anti-slavery work caused a rift in the churches of the village. 
Hin i64e the ‘ilecting for Sufferings,’’ in the Indiana Yearly 
Mesting, held at Richmond reported to the Yearly lecting that 
Charles Osborn, Jacob Graves, William Lock and ienjamin Stanton, 
members of the ' Meetings for Sufferings,!' were.no longer qualified 
for service in that body. ..... The anti-slavery faction imme- 
diately proceeded to hold a conference in the Yearly Meeting Mouse 
at the close of that session, which'was near the close of the 
yearly Mecting. They were ordered to disband or leave tue house. 
Eere they quickly decided to adjourn to meet at 9 o'clock noxt 


1. Foxe Ibid. | 
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morning at iicwport. vee oC worc not ablco now to come to any 
definite dccision as to wnat ‘action troy would take, 1.6€., 


wh, 


iid 


rags 
mcs 


cther ther should scpearate from the Yearly Moeting or give up 
e work that lay so close to their hearts. They ad journed to 
et carly tho next year for further ducision.” At their mecting 


pie. Cie. 2 February, dee & committee mado the following report: 


1. 
Ze 


Vine committees anvointed yestorday to take into 
cong Meatotaen thie sub ject for which this convention 
was called reports that, after mature and solid de- 
Jivberation, we agree in judgement that it would be 
Peet Tor wos convention not to preceed to recognize 
Andiensa Yearly Mecting on the true principles of “the 
Society oF eect, Tea a Be 


The above report was accepted and minutes Pevea. 
We, therefore 2 now, iver, / tit day of Second month, 
1843, associate ourselves tog other as a Le 
society im tne capacity Ot (a Sear Ly weeting, under 
te Ce wtlg of Indiana Ysarly Meeting of anti-Slavery 
Friends" veers | 


LoUsWesenob (On y Mie sues ers who disagreed among them- 
selves concerning - abolition and anti-slavery work, put 
also the Methodists In tne case of the Latter, the dis- 
cussion resulted in ey withdrawal from the con3regation 
and the establishment ‘OlLgiune: weseloyan uebhodi st “Church. 
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eeiot. Baten (1874) 
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“School No. 2' (87k) - 


School No. 1 (1874), 


Soll gate 

- Tile factory (1874). . 

' Concord Meeting rouse 
Concord School . 


School No. 3 (1874)'- | 
African M. E. Church (1874) 
Jonathan Hough's home 

William Hough's home and grist mil1 


..8team flour and ¢orn mill--~connected with it was a woolen 
“mill (Eli Osborn’ Issac and Jesse Reynolds-1835)-ein 1848 — 
William Moses ani ‘Hiram Hough built an adjoining building 


poeakets ns AS and castings. - 


.First saw mill (built by Jonathan Hough- ~1823) | 


Saw mall puLlt by David Willeuts Nee ee es built | 


EVES 


Saw. mill built by: Israel maton circa 1815 
Grist mill built by Job Reynolds circa reas 
Levi Coffin home-~Underground Railroad Station 
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Blographical Sketches ‘ 
Levi Coffin 


One of the most notable characters who lived in the town 
of Fountain City, was Levi Coffin, known as the "president 
of the underground railroad," Levi Coffin was able to trace 
his family history back to 1lo66 when the Knight, Sir Richard 
Coffin, accompanied William the Gonqueror from Normandy to 
England. : 


In 1642 Tristram Coffin left his home in England and came 
to New England, w#ith him came his wife and their five children, 
one of whom was John, the ancestor of Levi Coffin of anti- 
slavery fame. 


Before the Revolutinary War many Friends among whom was 
Levi Coffin's grandfather, William Voffin, migrated from their 
home on the island of Nantucket to North Carolina. Here they 
settled at New Garden in Guilford, “ounty. Levi, the subect of 
this sketch and the only son in the family cf seven children, 
Was, the son of Levi Coffin. 


He received a very limited education, most of which he 
Sobtained under the instruction of his father. During short -inter- 
vals he was able to attend school. After attending one school in- 
his neighborhood one session, he became the assisstant teacher 
during the winter session. From that date he. taught at intervals. 


Mr. VYoffin states that he became an abclitionist at the age 
biesevyen,  Buiviet Mr, Coffin himssif tell thse story: . “One day 
I was by the roadside where my father was chopping wood, when I 
Saw such a gang approaching along the new Salisbury road. The 
coffle of slaves came first, chained in couples on each side of 
@ulonewehain whichpextendedibetween them; tha driver was some . 
distance behind,. with the wagon of supplies. My father addressed 
tho slaves pleasantly, and then asked; ‘Well, boys,. why do they 
chain. you?! .One..of the men...replied: .' They have taken us away 
from our wives and ee and they chain us not to make our 
escape and go back to :them.'! -My childish sympathy and interest - 
were! aroused,, and when the dojected processi-n had passed on, 
I turned. to my father and adked many questions concerning them... 
This was the first awakening of that sympathy with the oppressed, 
which, to gether with:a strong hatred of oppres sion and in-"< 
jus tice Lmmevory an were the notives that ptr regan my 
whole aftcr- Life, ; 


1, Levi Coffin. Reminiscences. p.12-15. 


42 


: sotogene [soldqatgold | ot Met 
| akrteD tved | ) 


nwot edt at devil onw evedostads ofdotom deom edd To 8m0 = | 
tnsbleotq" oft es mwond eMETIOO iveF ecw WILY 9 mol to. 
eosit ot ef{dea esw alttod tval “.beorLins Bayoxrpte ond be 
StacotH tt& .tdnind edt morw S80Ll of Mond Yrosela yiinat « 
od cbeemerolt ott ia aa: ads meilliw botaeqmooes oe 08 


omaa bas brolend at emo eld titel mfttod metteia? Sear 
~seorblido evil riers bas etiw eld emeo mid Agiv .Saengme 
~lina to mitlod Ivel.to toteeona bas ,miol esw mon 


sow modw gnome ebooty yom raW onan Hweeebic eri oxgtea 

tiod3 mor’ bod aerator akttoY mallitW ,sedtsibas § bal 

yeds eteH ant lors) divoi ot doxostas" To bas et y . 

to toodye ont ved + yd eso" brotitsd at aobtsd weil 24 bosizae 

,metbitdo novee t> viitnst edd af aoe yino edt bas dodedte eldge 

oat tTIod tved to aoe ent 

iy eae 

of dotdw to taom ,aottsoubs bedimtl yrov ‘Sabovieoes! es 

“tetal stone gaiavd tarts’ etd to nottouitent odd tobe Sontasee 

nit Loose ano nalbmetta tosIA .Loorloe Bnetdsved Gide esaw ed ef 

sonosed tnajeelees sdt omsood of ,noleeo2 ago sity aad gam ead 
eSlovistnt ta tdgyst od etab tadd mort Dh ed tetalw. od 


eym odd tsa selnolttilods os. omaood od Jana wkd aha Pee Bho 
ysb onO” sytote edd Lfot tloemid alTiod wt seivtsd doves 3 
I nodw .boow uatagods saw «oddat ym otodw, Bhhebdsor od? 
off .baot yiudelianéd won odd anole anitdosougqs naeaies 2 
to eble doa2e ao aofgsos nt bentado ,tegLt-omso eovalse to: a 
omoe eaw tovind ent ymodt npewtod)bebgednopcotdwintado. ES; 
boeeorbhsa, voriast yi seollqque to cozsw ond Ay. ab aig sotsbell somatell 
yous of yw ,eyod ,flfaW' betes medt bas: .yienasaofa:: @ 01 
Vows.es sodas oved teat." :boblgete.. mom odd..30, 900) 1s 
“iso oxfam ot Soa ey miedo yond bas »motbLids bas eovtw 
*Jeotsdal bao yoddoorye detbiids yi: i arontd ot dosd 3B ° 
-10 beaesg bad a beesoorq betooteb edd, aonw- Sin, 508 
-emedd gatatoonoo enotdeoup yaom bodbs bas todtatl 
eboesatqgo oft diltw yiteqmre tedt to jataodews dertt ond 
"ent Bas anole eerqgo to bowed gootte.« diiw Petting 
yor Biv ersieh Wh, dads eevitom ong naa aga } ergy 


Lk ay ey Ee aly ageing 


8L-Sl.q .eognooekntmol 


i K 
4 4 

a 

Avi ALS aaa 


Howtne Bee of Titteon came His Pirst chance to ald a ‘slave 
Who Was 2 Kidnapped froc/ncero. And throughout, his cdult life 
Lovi Cefftn was a friend to the. negro.and the oppressed, 


Le) 1822 say g COLT lags prothereine law moved with his family 
to Indiana, and Levi accompanied them for’ the purpose of driving 
the team. After they reached Wayne Qunty, Indiana, Levi spent 
souile time in:visiting relatives and then. became a teacher in a 
school located near the site of Harlham College. “e spent part .; 
Gietis time visitine his sister, wife of Daniel Puckett, and a 
‘friend who lived at Newport, north of Ric: mond, Indiana. In the 
Perleor 1825. werpreturnea to his’ home in North SY Se 


In October, 1824, he was married to Catherine white, later 
eftfectionately galled Aunt Katy; and in 1826 they moved from 
North Carolina os Indiana, : and. sdttled - OL riba at now Fountain 
City. ; 


in : Newport the Coffins lived for more ean twenty years 
and during that time helped hundreds of slaves excape. ‘After the 
Fugitive Slave Law was passed their aid entailed great risk,for 
aiding fugitive slaves was in defiance of federal law. The 
annual average of slaves aided was more than one hundred, 


One incident is. especially interesting. Let Levi Coffin 
tell his story: "I was. summoned, with several’ of: my neighvoors:, 
to appear before ‘the grand Ary, at Centerville, the-county seat 
of our county, where court was then in session, I at once 
guessed the cause of the summons. Knowing that L Be. een 
of Hichmond, was one of the grand jurors, a supposed that he Was 
thaeap neacquarters at his nouse, and that I was to be indicted 
for harboring fugitive slaves, while my neighbors were summoned 
es Witnesses.... nen I entered the court-room I -discovered 
that I was personally acquainted with a majority of the jurors, 
and knew some of .them to be strongly anti-slavery in their senti- 
ments. bloomfiiold, of:Centerville,,was foreman of the jury... He 
asked mse whether I knew of any violations of the law in our i 
neighborhood within a certain. time, any cases of assault and 
pattery, or other outbreaks, .I told him that I knew of nothing . 
of the kind, adding that we were nearly all abolitionists, 
and were 4a peaceable people, The foreman then turned to 
L 4 , and said; , hint | 
Ur, Ben Tree that is you aaa are interested in the 
negro question,. If Mare) wish to ask itr. Coffin any questions, 
you can. proceed,!. . - 


Dees ' then asked me in I understood the statute in re- 
gard ts harboring. fugitive slaves.. I told him that I had read 
Mieute did wes know whether I understood it or not. I suggested 
that he turnout and read 1t,- whieh he did, I told him that 
I knew of no violation.of that statute in our neighborhood. Pers 
sons often traveled our way and stoppod at our house who said ° 
they were slaves, but I knew Roe about it from their state= 
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ments, for our law did not presume that such people could tell 

the truth. This made a laugh among the jury, with the excep- 

eon Ol ol . 2 eB: . ilwent on to say that a few weeks before 
ewcompeny of seventeen fugitives had stopped at my house, hungry 

enc destitute, two of them suffering from wounds inflicted by 
pursucrs who claiméd them.as slaves, but-.I had no legal evi- 

genes that they were slaves; nothing but their own. statements, 

and the law of our State did not admit colored evidence,."1 

Begore the investigation was- concluded Mr. B was happy to change 
Lica Subject. 


The most notable. fugitive who found refuge in the Coffin 
home has been made famous in fiction and her story is told 
6eisewhere-in this paper. Her name, Eliza Harris, was given 
to her by Mrs. Coffin, and later the Coffins visited her in 
her homo in Canada, 


in they Spring of )1e47,. aiter more than twenty years! 
residence in Newport, the Coffins moved to Cincinnati where 
Mr. Coffin continued to aid. fugitive slaves. «Here he became 
active, as he had been in Newport, in’a business of selling 
Pevore merc hand ie o. 


Levi Coffin died at Avondale, near Cincinnati, Ohio, on 
September 16, 1877, at the age of seventy-nine. And thus 
he lived to see slavery exterminated from his beloved.country,- 


Charles Francis Jenkins 


In the issue of The Richmond Palladtum, dated June 6, 
1954,. appearcd this notice: - | 

"Charles Francis Jenkins, inventor of the motion picture and 
Golovicaom, one Tormen resident iof ‘this’ city, aiod at: 2:50 
otclock this morning at his home in Washington, D. ©, He was 
66 years old. © 


In a later paragraph of the same article appeared this 
statement: "Mr. Jenkins was a resident of Wayne County for 16 
years--from 1870 to 1886--bcing brought here by his parents 
when he was only two years old, ‘He was, born on a farm north of 
Dayton, Ohio, It was curing the youthful.yoars of Mr, Jenkins! 
life, while visitirg here, that his experiments with making pic- 
tures move, later led to his invention of the motion picture 
machine. By a remarkable coincident, it is cxactly 40 years 
ago today that the then young inventor, showed motion pictures 
for the first time." 


ot) 


*. 


1. Levi Coffin. : Reminiscences. p. 190 oo50 
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Charics Francis Jenkins was born in the country north of 
Dayton, Ohio, in 1867, His mother was Marv Ann Thomas, 
native of Wayne gounty, Indiana, and whoso home was near Fountain 
City. “hen Francis was about two years old the family moved 
fron Ohio to a farm near cw Garden Meeting House in New Garden 
township, Wayne County, Indiana, 


When the family settlod in the township, it lived in a log 
hous , After tho new brick house was built, the house in which 
fr, send Mra. Vorgil: Spencer now live, the old log house was 
used as a tool house and workshop, Here, the boy inventor 

inkercd and made many of his interesting boyhood discoveries. 


One of this first inventions was a bean huller, which to 
his great disappointment did not.work, the boy was adept at re- 
pairing farm machinery, and on. one occasion, when he perhaps 
snowed a dégrco of contempt because no one else was able to 
cetect the trouble due to a hot bearing in a mower, his father 
moproved himseying:: “That is thy gift, and. to theo it isi no 
groat credit, "1 | 


Latcr this. boy. made trips to the west, and on one of his 
trips back home, he took a civil service examination, and later 
received a telegram which notified him of “his appointment to a 
everesnip in Washington, OD. C, 


Mr. Jenkins. took up. photography as a ee ey ana nis inter= 
esed in the subject inercased and developed, 


Agoin we quote the “ Aichmond Palladium and Sun-Tolegram 


"Richmond is the home of the first exhibition of 
& motion Pee ics 

the “show was eivun here exactly 40 years 
ago today--on June 6, 1894, in the store room of 
the present Jonkins Sowolry C ompany on Main Strect. 

Charles Francis Jenkins,...is credited with 
the production of this first picture machine and 
Chios raGeoxiiol tion held.’ in tho world, 

Homé Crey, in his book on "How Motion Pictures 
arc made," acknowlodges Jenkins as the inventor, 
Appearing in the Hichmond Telegram on the 
evening of the day the oxhibition was held was the 
following heads: 


1. Froneis Jenkins, The Boyhood of an Inventor, 1931. p.. 48 
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“cA Genius } 
GC. Francis Jenkins ‘ 
Formerly a Resident of this City 
His new et The Phantoscope 
The Most Wonderful Ever invented 
By a Wayne County Citizen 


t 


The book states that’ on a certain Cees ine a 
young man with neaeae hair, stenographer of the 
Life Saving Division of the Treasury Department 
at Washington,’ mounted a.bicycle and started on 
a cross ccuntyy ride to Richmond, Inc. He became 
a horo of the hour by reason of completing the 
ride of over 700:*iles on his bicycle, but a 

_greater event was forthcoming, Croy.says, when he 
unpacked his trunk the next day. 

"Ho asked his parents to accompany him down to 
the store of his cousin, Charles Jenkins, to see 

“something he had invented. All morning he made 
ready to show his friends the object that had 
been the center of his attention for two yoars. 

ieseos onay was.thvemthe first showing of 
motion pictures in the acceptance of the tern, 
: but. it-also was the pire exhibition of do bored 
pictures," Croy says." 


3 Lunes ‘been said that Mr. Jenkins received | 
only $2,600 for his ‘invention,’ but He motion — 
picture men ees has grown into a vast industrye 


Charles Conner 


One of the most notable people who have lived in Fountain 
City was the famous artist, Charles. Conner, Mr. Conner was 
born in Richmond in. the year 1860. He was the youngest of four 
brothers, all of whom were interested in art and music. The 
oldest brother was responsible for keeping alive his younger 
Brother's interest un-art. 


Mr. Conner moved to "ountain City in the year 1903, and 
from that time on he devoted his life to painting. Although 
he was offered a position as a teacher of art, ' he ‘petused AG 
because of nis health, : 

During the time when he worked at q:factory, the Hoosier 
Drill Work, he painted landscapes on the drill boxes, Later 
he stopped his work at the factory and aoaue his entire time 
painting. 
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Some of his best paintings are: "Wet Night in February" 
which won a prize at St. Louis, “Woodland Memories", owned by 


an Indianapolis resident, end "In the Parlor” rwned by the John 
Herron Art Institute, 


i Other of his paintings are owned by the New York Art In- 
Stitute, the “hicago Art Institute, John “erron Art Institute 
fat Indianapolis, John Nixon at Conterville, and Waymen Adams, 
the painter, | 


Mr. Gonner was greatly influenced by another famous 
American artist, George Inness. 


One of his paintings, “In the Meadow" was painted.from the 
field west of Idris Hinshaw's home. The landscape, "The old — 
Swimming Hole", which hangs above ‘the trophy case.in the “ } 
local school building, was painted east of the Friends Church. . 
about 1904. The school children donated money with which to 
purchase the painting. Russell Conner of “ountain City, his s 
_gonm owns an unfinished landscape painted in the woods on Clyde 
™ Hinshaws farm, .. eae : 


Mr. Conner showed his ‘interest in civic affairs, for he 
was & member of both the Indiana Fire Association and the 
Richmond Fire Club. | a7 pe 


Mr. Conner dicd-at Fountain City in 1905 and was buried 
in Earlham Cemeterye pie : ; banks 
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The cerritony between the Greenville Treaty Line and the Ohio 
State Line is known as The Gore, This section was once a 


part of the state of Ohio. 


The territory betweon the Harrison Purchase Line and the 
Greenville Treaty Lino is twelve miles wide and is known as 
the Harrtson Purchase or the Twelve Mile Purchase. 
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Conclusion 


To too many, history is the story of events of long ago and 
far away. Yet here within the confines of our own community runs 
one of the very important treaty lines in the history of our ¢ 
country, here the moune builders spent years laboriously con- 
structing tumuli and earthworks mentioned in outstending books 
on the subject; here we had a fort used during the War of 1812; 
once our farmland was in turn claimed by the Snanish, the French, 
the British, the Virginians; here a character famous in fiction 
actuelly stayed; here numerous etirring incidents occurred 
previous to the Civil War; here a Quaker was forced out of church 
because she sang, and the use of a skeleton in a class was pro- 
nounced blasphemous, 


Our town was once a thriving industrial center, e possible 
rival to Richmond. Here another villege arose and utterly 
disappeared, Here within our vicinity lived a great inventor, 
whose invention the whole world enjoys today. Eere was onceé 
the hunting ground for the Indien. 


And this is our heritage to keep and preserve for future 
generations: a goodly land, a village free from many undesirable 
traits, a kindly and sympathetic people, a strong moral and 
religious background. , 
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